
WOMAN SUFFRAGE
IS LIKELY 10 WIN

3f Defeated in Great Britain
Pankhursi Crowd Will

Be Blamed'

DENOUNCED BY LABOR LEADER

Members of Parliament Protest
Against Militant

Method?.

in r:n I.. Kops.
fEpecia! Cable to Tlx Ii ties-Dispatch ]

London. January 6..The women of.
Great Britain wer« not er nearer the
vote than now. a corc'ful Burvey of
the House of Commons shows that,
If a vote wore taken to-day on the gen¬
eral manhood suffrage bill with an
amendment Including women, the meas¬
ure very likely would pat-?. The bill,
however, will not be introduced until
the next session of Parliament, which
convenes pit February 14, and much
may happen between now and then.

If women suffrage should be de¬
feated, the "Pankhurst crowd" will be
blamed, if it s^s through. It wl.l
bo in ppite of the hooligan tactlce
.which they have revived this winter
e,nd which, although previously ap¬
proved by many necessary in order to
call public attention to the "cause,"
are now condemned by men and wo¬
man alike. Many believe that the
"militant methods" may even provoifeta! to suffrage.
Lloyd-George, the Chancellor of the

'Exchequer, has accused the Pankhursls
and tholr militant followers of play¬ing.either IntcntJonally or uninten¬
tionally.Into the hands of the Tories.
Be and his colleagues have promised
women en opportunity t.o get completefraftfago, enfranchising 6,000,000 wo¬
men of aij classes. The Punkhursts,
however, perritt In doubting tho Cab¬
inet's good faith and are pressing tor
(the passage of the so-called concllla-i
Uon bill, whlCIl would give limited;franchise only, placing the vote in the;Jhands of about l.ouo.ooö women who'
»re. properly owners. It Is obvious
that tho voting strength of women ad-I
sali»ted und'-r 'he conciliation bill!
.#? tild be non-Liberal.
The tido of public opinion turned!

.ta'nst the militants when recently I
they howled down tho prime minister]In the City Temple. Aaqulth cannot
be retarded ns cn enemy of the wo-]man's suffrage movement, though hei
admits that a charge so great as thai
of giving women the right to vote
mlghl he attended by disorders, abuse
end cotifuslort. He has promised, how¬
ever, 'ii explicit term-, that women'
Bhul) have an opportunity of so amend¬
ing the manhood auftrüge bill next
year so as to piovldo tor suffrage.Though they humiliated the primeminister the inHltnhts were willing tu
listen to Ramsay Macdonald, the la¬
in.:- bader, lor organized labor l.
Great Britain goes "tho whole heg''
mi far as the vote Is concerned. To
their unutterable surprise he denounc¬
ed tin ir demonstration as "abusived< grading and disgusting.'1

"For my own part," he snld, "if Ifelt that the cause had come to this,1 would go Inio the lobby against it
every time."

Shortly afterwards Sir F.dwnrd Grey,the foreign secretary, wrote to tie-.Jiarl of Lytton: "The. present sltua-
t.ion Is thut tin Indifferent prospect of
obtaining the enfranchisement of l.-
000,000 women under the conciliationbill may be exchanged for a good pro¬pped of the enfranchisement of 6.ouu,-

j O00 women by an amendment of the
government, 'friovedj if necessary, by aCabinet m«i!sttr:
"These of u* who err. united with

regard to such an amendment have In¬tended, as far a; may be In our power,to advocate tho cause of women's suf¬
frage on these lines actively and pub¬licly beforo the Introduction of the-/manhood suffrage) bill next year.Fonrif of us have already made engage¬
ments for that purpose. But acts ofviolence, euch aa accompanied thedemonstration in Parliament square,culminating in tho disorderly scenes
lit a meeting fot a charitable purposeeddrc£3ed by the prime minister, have
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fnvorably on the movement for Jewish equality within HWftlu»
done immenses mischief to the cause. 1
"As ti matter ot fact, we cannot ad-

VocatS It successfully when conduct oil
this sort alienates numbers of people
who would otherwise be disposed t"'
give U a fair and favorable hearing,
nor can It be . xpccled that popple
llko myself, who ore colleagues' and
friends of the prime minister, can give
active support t" any movement while
some of Its supporters make him the
ob.lect of such a demonstration as oc-
cured at the City Temple."

Mrs. Mlltcent Fnweeit. president of
National I'nlou of Women S.ut-|frag.- Societies, In a letter to Lloyd-

George, dissociated the national body'
from the militant croup, known as the
"Women's Political ami Soelnl Fnion."
and represented by the Pankhursts. I
She entreats Lloyd-Oeorge, Sir Edward
tlrey and otiter suffrage advocates in
the Cabinet not to turn against the
movement on account of I ho violent'
acts of the militants, which acts site
"revrr'ts. deplores and condemns."
Chrlstabel Pankhurst was, ami Is,1

impenitent-. Answering Mrs. l-'uwcett,
she declared: "'The responsibility of
suffragist ministers is not fulfilled by
advocating a mere amendment to a
manhood suffrage bill, and we regard
their present attempt to shirk this,
responsibility in (his Cushion as bo-1
irg In Itself an unfriendly act. Qitoe-;
tlons and Interruptions at meetings]are a well recognized sympton ofi
political discontent. Such methods ar-s!
resorted to even by men, who possess
the constitutional weapon of the vote.,
. unrepresented women those metb-jods are essential fo'r the pursuit of]their political campaign.'.' I
The spirit of th,- militant.- is lilus-

trated by these retorts made by them
in the How Street Police Court when
they were lined ami imprisoned:

"Unfortunately 1 did not break the]window: I am only an amateur."
"1 have been called out of m> home

to ring, the danger bell of England.*'
"For twenty .eight years 1 have been

a minister's wife. I have the blood
of martyrs In my veins."

"1 have put my handwriting on iha
wall? of Parliament"
"The police obstructed me in tho

execution of my duty."'
"I wish to protest against th* nutii-bor of swollen heads In Parliament."
What will be the effect upon mem¬bers of the Mouse of Commons if the

milifants persist In pursuing the policyof violence? win -ivomccn get the

AGRANDMOTHER may not be as
spry as she used to be, but she is in

close touch with her world for all that
The telephone enables her to make as many calta

as she pleases, and in all sorts of weather.
Formal gatherings have their place, but it is the

many little intimate visits over the telephone that
keep people young arid interested.

Grandmother's telephone visits do not stop with
her own town. The Long Distance Service of the
Bell Telephone takes her to other towns, and allows

,relatives and friends to chat with her although hun¬
dreds of miles away.

Are YOU a. subscriber?

f5X SOUTHERN BELL TEL. & TEL, COMPANY
0? VIRGINIA.

t'twrt/ Bell Telephone la the Center tf the 8y*iem. it

vote, or will thoy lose the prixej which
is all but lu their grasp?Waiter Hussen Heu. a member of theMouse, has obtained 13S signatures of
members to the following protest:
"Wo, the undersigned members of.

Parliament, who have voted for wo¬
men's suffrage In the House of Cora-
nions. record our protest, against the
campaign of organized rowdyism now!being carried on by certain advocate;
in women's suffrage. We condemn ibis
conduct as a degradation of publiclife. If persisted In, It must make the
organization of an effective platformcampaign In favor of women's auf-jfrage difficult, if not Impossible, and;it gravely Imperils the parliamentary:prospects of women's suffrage in the!coming session."
The 1SS signatories w>re. made upas follows: Liberals. 102; Conserva¬tives, IS; Irish Nationalists, 10: Labor,8. i
Mere, then, are ISS niemborB. who In Iordinary circumstances might be count¬ed on to vote for wnmt n's suffrage,'who are out of sympathy with themilitant group. They are numerically'strong enough to passer reject, as theychoose, any suffrage bill that, may beintroduced.
In the meantime members of the Cab-Inet, with one accord, have resolved toabstain from attending or speaking atpublic meetings on tlio woman suf¬frage question unless absolutely as¬sured that they will be protected from'interruption.

RECENT EXCAVATIONS
Ol ÜKEAT IMPORTANCE

special fable to The Times-Dispatch.] jBerlin, January 6..Not all tlio people ofthe Stone It veil in holes In the earth orBlinll.ir rude burrows. In the opinion ofI'rot. Karl Schurchsrdt, director ,»f the pre¬historic section 01 the itoyal Museum ofEthnology.
Excavation* made by him in Llssdorf. nearNaumburg, have brought to light houses ofthe neolithic period at which the nrotaasorbelieves la- Iiiih illstuifulshed between ubedroom nnd general living room, lie be¬lieves aii"> that >,inie of the liou&th had acellar, showing itiat prehistoric man wasperhaps more provident nnd .'on-sightedtbaii aus been believed.Prof, Schurchsrdt think* that the bur¬rows fund in »<-it lenient s of the new StoneAge «tro more likely designed for store¬houses then for dwelling, places, lie be¬lieves: h>- h-.ts dlicover'ed in there recent ex¬cavations that the ilt'ors of the houses wereeven covered with rude boards. Hollows inthe inrth under the "bedroom," ho thinks,were .Ulead »villi leaver. grS>S or eomethin«of the sort, and iklns wsre laid on this totorir. the beds.

Additional details about thr ssurian p«;irl-faotioni un, irthed in German Ear.; Africashow that tlie hones ef sevural o: tn*r= arefroth oi.e-and-a-naif to twice as long ajthose of the dip.odo.ns presented lo theEtcrllh Musi-urn by Andrew Carnegie, andehluh wai tin Uryeet skeleton hithertoknown,
The rlbi of one of the African saurtansire J.? :eet lung, while the greatest lengthtoi the Carnegie dipiode.us is o.i feet. Theshoulder biaue of tile African is «.7 feel,ag-ila,: 1.4 feet for the American. The up¬per joint of the loreltg of the African ani¬mal measures 69 led. while the Americansaurian r is only 3.1 feet.
!'. .lype-irs ihm the Gorman sxlentietshave hitherto been abiu to obtain the parteof five complete skeletons, hut their explo¬ration ol the deposit Is tili: far from com¬pleted

The indignation caused in England by teefact that the English spy. Max Schultz, ahorn German, was sentenced by the Ger¬man Supreme Court to a Ions term In tnopeii ...nuary. whereas the two tlncish offi¬cers. PrenCh and brandou, were tentenceda year ago only to detention In a fortressfor epylr.g. has bee-n refelied with &omesurprise jr. the German press.Ir ishtld here that Scheins offense wasof .» much graver character because hebribed German eui.-ln.irj to commit treasonby revealing Information to bu.i which itwas highly important for the welfare of theempire to keep scent, while, the two officer*named merely traveled about from place toplace and noted their own observations.Moreover, these latter were carrying out.as was assumed, the orders of their super¬ior offkers, wherrta Schutts wns n hiredspy. Ti-.ls car!;' repetition of espionage inGertiuny ny Enjland has made a bad Im-preeslon In political circles; and in some
qunrtirs It 1» demanded that a law be pass¬ed pror'.dlng for more rigorous punlsh-
mer.t .'or spying.
The frequent occurrence of earthquakesIn south Germany and Switzerland for amonth or more is causing much discussion

among German scientists. They hold thatthese almost dally shocks have a commonorigin, which they assumed to be structuraldisplacements for beneath the surface ofthe earth, similar to what must have ao-compitnlcd the upheaval of the Alps.
The second elections In tho lltto princi¬pality of Schwarzburs-Itudolstadt, recentliyheld, leave tho Socialists In possession of

nine seats Ir. the Landstag out of a total ofsixteen. Four National Liberals nnd threeConservative* hold the other seven seats.In the. last Landtag the Socialists had rixseats.

"Social Laws" of Germany Ac¬
complish Great Things

for People.

PROVIDE FOR INSURANCE

New "Reichstag" for Term of
Five Years Will Be

Elected Friday.

DY KAKIi 11EVIIICII VON WIKGAND.
[Special Cable to The TlMies-plspatch'.]
Ketlln. January t>.Interesting sta¬

tistical figures have just been issueü
by tho aertnoii government which In-
nicate that Germany takes better care
of her working classes than any oth¬
er nation. In discussing tlds report.
Professor Huns <-5. L» Delbrück, tho
famous Gen-man historian, remarked
to me "the German government In
enacting- the system of .Hucial Laws,
accomplished more for its people than
any parliamentary government has
done so far."
The so-called "Social Laws." tho

scope Of which is extended almost
overy year, us experience and results
make It nocessnry or advisable, em¬
bodies the most elaborate and extensive
system of Insurance for working men
and women of any country.
There is Insurance against sickness,

accident, Invalidlsin. old age pensions,
ueath benefits and sums paid to wont¬
ing women, before slid after eonlinea¬
ment, together with ¦are and medical
attendance. Physician:, and medicine
are provided for tho sick, and Institu¬
tions arc maintained for Incurable dis¬
eases. All of those, however, ate not
government Insurance.
Two or three classes of the insur¬

ance arc compulsory, according to the
vocation of the working men or wo¬
men. Tito cost of the insurance and
the system of administration. Is divid¬
ed between the Insured, the employer,
and in the invalidlsm and old age
class, also by the government. Even
messenger boys who earn from $2 to
$3 a week, and your servant girl who
receives a monthly wage of $5 to
17, must pay 2\ cents a week Insur¬
ance against sickness, «if which the
employer must pay half. If you have
a scrubwoman come In once a week
to clean the floor of your ofllce, you
must occasionally paste a little stamp
In her Insurance book. While the bene¬
fits paid in each individual Instance,
are small wdten compared to American
wages and money, the aggregate, how¬
ever, reaches a tremendous t'.gure.
According to the figures just issued

for i»i6t year, the receipts of the
"Health" Department alon« aggregated
almost $*>:,,"Oo.OOO. The expenditures
were approximately JSfi.OOO.OO. Of
this amount approximately $32,0.00,-000 was paid out in sick benefits. $18,-
OOO.OUu for physlclani"' fees and medi¬
cal attendance, Jll.aOO.OOO for medical
supplies and nursing, $l.500/>00 for the
assistance, support and caro of work¬
ing women before and after child birth,$1,700,000 In helping to beur burial ex¬
penses and in death heneflts. approxi¬
mately $10,600,000 for the support of
Institutions for ihe treatment of tu¬
berculosis), cancers, etc., and about $50..
000 In curing for convelcscents In
hospitals and at home. The adminis¬
trative cost of this particular branch
of tin, insurance system amounted to
$5.000.000.
There were 23.1SS sick insurance offi-

Chronic cases of indigestion
have heretofore been hard to cure;
prescribed diets, health foods, Ihc
conventional remedies,often fail to
afford relief; the sufferer becomes
discouraged, despondent.
Now try a remedy acting on a

new principle; you need not adoptI a changed and rigorous diet, but
take, with your ordinary food, a

spoonful of Slomnllx in water;
go cheerfully about your business;
Ihe old stomach distresses will
begin to lessen; good cheer, ambi-

I lion and vigor will return.
Ask Your Druggist.I t. FOÜGER» a CO., AomlsU. S..NT"W YORK
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Storage and
Transfer Dep't

Main and Belvtder*.
Phones: Madison S4S, dayi Morsroi542, night.
1. We pack your goods.2. We haul them.
I. We store them.
4. We ship thera-
We have the beat eqvdpment in tbnHty to do any one of the four things men¬

tioned above.
W. FRBD. RICHARDSON'S

«T0HAOÄ AND TRANSFER

POKE'S OPERA ACCEPTED

I lie nuke of Argyll, trboae opera Im- been accepted by Oscar Hnmnir.r-hipId for production In tbe aprlng. The duke hn« Inns numbered llternr-rnnd mualcnl composition amor.K talat nccompllitiniento.

cers In Germany during the year, a
slight Increase over the previous year,
with a total membership of 13.oo^.-
375. Thero wero 5.197.0ÖO cases ot
sickness, with a to,tal of 104.708.10*
"sick days." JThe Invalid insurance and old agopensions are the development and most
recent addition to the other classes.
These arc strictly under government
administration, ami the cost is divid¬
ed between the insured, the employer
and the government, upon a sort of
"co-opernti v." basis. While the "sick"
and "accident" insurance is to some
extent under private administration,
the government co-bperatos, making
these compulsory, fixing the cost, com¬
pelling the employers to henr their
share, and supervising them almost as
if they actually were government in¬
stitutions. I

Over »40.000,COO was paid out last
year In old ago pensions and Invalid
benefits. Of this sum, the government
contributed u little over J12,000,000.
In this class 15,111,300 people are in¬
jured, of which 4,737.300 arc women.
The scope of the government Insur¬

ance system has been greatly extend¬
ed by the passage last month in tho
Rolchstag, oi n law abolishing tho
private Insurance systems of street
railway companies, and similar cor¬
porations, all of which is taken over
by the government.

Next Friday Germany will elect a
new "Reichstag'1 or Parliament for a
term of live years. The last Reichstag,
like the average American Congress,
was disappointing to everybody con¬
cerned, government and people alike,
in the past live years of Its existence
It did virtually nothing "up to ex¬
pectations."
Soon after the elections in 1007 vast

throngs of people paradtd in front ot
the bmperor'a paiace. Unter don Lan¬
den, und gave Joyous demonstrations
over the tin n newly elected Reicn-
stag of which so much was to be ex-
pecicd. \\ lien It adjourned on Decem-
ber 6 it died a death no one regretted,
least of nil the people.
What stand«, out more than any¬

thing else In the present campaign Is
the fact that the. Conservative coali¬
tion, the majority with whlcn Chancel¬
lor ton Bethmann-llollweg ruled, but
which In the last five days of the
Rolchstag virtually repudiated him for
his settlement of tho Moroccan trou¬
ble. Is tinhiiiiK on the defensive againstthe progressive forces headed by the
social-Democratic party, which hautifty-two members in tho last Relch-
stag. It Is a struggle between r
Conservatives and the Radicals, the
!at er .ryl..g .o wres. from the ruling
caste grea.or voice for the people in
tho government of Germany.
Tho past week ended with a vlgor-

ous a.tack by .he socialists upon tab
workingmens' insurance 3yslen» in
Germany, the mt.st comprehe sive sys-
ttm of In urance against .11..ess, ac¬
cident., inv. lluism and Old age pens¬
ion-; possessed Ly any coun-ry in the
world, 'i he law providing ior the sys¬
tem was passed ove.- the opposition of
the .-.octal.s.s in .he Re.c. stag, who
declared the laws were Inadequate.
The S clallsts show that tnu r < eiptaof the three cusses of lnsu:ances.

sickness, accident. Invalldlsra, and old
age.for the pe.iod from 1SS5 to 1903

I aggregated approximate y $2,600,500-
000, of whicu, it Is claimed, th>; In-! sur^d worklngmen and women paid
over one b.llion dollars, the govern-
ra.nt contributed $125,00,000, the naa>

j ployers. Income irom in.erest and oth¬
er 3ourc 6, the.rest. They declare that
th* as.essments, which in America
would be considered very low Indeed,
are ioo heavy lor tho benefits received
by the insured.
The Soilol sts look upon insurance,which, in some voca-tons, is com¬

pulsory, as a form of "ta.\n Lio.i,"- re*
gar..less of the fact that a man earn¬ing $1.25 a day receives one-hall ofh|a »vages for a ce tain period of Ill¬
ness, for w. Ich his weekly assessmentIs only 26 cents.

It Is estimated that the Soca lsts
will hav0 around eighty out ot 397
members In the next Reichstag, whichwould make them the second strong-est party in tho notional Parliament.
GREAT PROGRESS 12* ROME'S

ARCHAEOLOGICAL PARK
(By Henry Wood. Rome Correspondent of

the Cnlted Press.)
Rome, January s..So much progreas has

already been made on Rome's new "Pastec-glati Archaeologies." or ArchaeologicalPark, that It It now certain that it .will
be dedicated and opened to tho public earlyduring the coming eprtns With Its com-

pletton Rome win have a new attraction to I
offer th" hundreds of thousands ot toiirlits
who flock annually to the Eternal City, and
wlth.il. It will be an nttrartlon with which
no other city can hope to compete.
The construction of the new Archaeologi¬

cal Park Is belns carried on under the di¬
rection of a reyul commission, of which
the head Is Prof. Lanclahl, tho best known
archaeologist In the world. At t2e present
time merely an Initial appruprlnlon of 11.-
-'¦'.evj is being expended :or tat: scp-dring
of the grou.i1 and Its Inciosure. Other ap-
propriaiiotis will be mado later by Parlia¬
ment for atlll further excavations o! tbe
ruins ol ancient Koma contained in the park,
and (or making it .without exception tho
largest and most valuable ba weil as the
moot Interesting- archaeu.uglcal tract In the
world.
The- ground embraces acres and extends

from the very heart of icome into the Cam*
pagpa. Wnnm these acres are (ound Lite
s'.les ond the ruins of inu greater portion
ot all mat la loll of ancient Home.
The park, beginning In the very centre or ,the city at the oare ol the Capttolina 111;:, |

includes the entire length o< the old Sacred
Way which led up to the summit ol
the Capito.ine lllil. the Imperial Horn nr.
forum, the- Palace ot the Caesars on the
Palatine ill.:, the Baths of Titus, the Arch
ot Titus, the Coli«,.um. the Baths 0f Tra¬
jan, the northern and western aiopea of the
< Oiian Illli. the eastern and southern allpeS
of the leaser Aventlne Hill, the valley be-
iwcoo these- two hills from the Circus Max-
imus to the old Aurelian Wall, and on out
Into tho Cnmpagna. taking In a portion ot
the old Appinn Way, and Ineluuing the
li.iths of cnracalla, the large-st ruins la
tne world with the exception of those ofcTiv Coliseum.
Thla great tract has now been Inclosed

with a high fence of iron and masonry, and
wundere ore being worked Inside In the lay¬
ing out or broad boulevards, pathways, the
p anting of classic groves and the maintain¬
ing of tho old ruins of Home- In ail of their
grandeur.
hi addition to the ruins already unearth¬

ed within the area of the pu:k, other ex¬
cavations will bi: made as (as; as Parlia¬
ment can provide the money. Many of the
¦mailer, but none the less finer, ruins of an¬
cient Home nre known to be imbedded un-
di;r tho park, and the work of excavating
these probably will be tuken up during the
coming summer. These ruins will then bo
allowed to remain Just as they arc when thoy
ait uncovered, together with what works
of art may bo found, the latter In the past
having always of necessity been transport-
ed to the museums. This Is expected also
to contribute largely to the atmosphere of
ancient Rome, which It Is hoped the parkwill retain, and to add further to makingthe tract the most valuable and tho most
Interesting Qrchacologlc.il a:tra:tlon In tho
entire world.

Would you like to eat all you wan t to. and what
you want to without having dlstr-ss In jour
stomach?
Would you ltko to s»r fsrawell to Dyspepsia,Indigestion, Sour Stomach, Distress after Eating,Nervousness, Catarrh of the Stomach. Heart

Fluttering. Sick lleadachoaad Constipation?
Then send us to cents to cover cost, of packingsn1 wo will mail you absolutely free one of tat sowonderful Stomach Drafts. They relievo thsbowels, remove soreness, strengthen tbo nervesand muscles of the stomaob, and soon make yöQfeel like a new man or woman. Suffor no longerbut write today enclosing to cents for postage,

eta, and zetonoof Dr.Young's Peptopads that
are celebrated because tuny have cured wheremedicines alone failed. Write Dr. O. O. YoungCo. bis Patriot Bldg., JaoUson, Mich.

Change that old-fashioned, unsanitary
plumbing to the modorn, up-to-dato.
snnitary fixtures. It means eomfart
and health to you.

McGraw-Yarbrough Co.
Wholesale Plumbers' Supplies

122 South eighth Street, Richmond, Vn.

DISTRESS CAUSED
BY DIE FASHION

Everywhere That Dress Goods
Art Made Suffering Is

Intense.

INDUSTRY FACES CRISIS

Electricity in Air Blamed for
Explosions on Battle

ships.
BY WILLIAM PHILIP SIMMS.

(Special cT.ihie to The Thnas-DlspAlch.]
Paris, January 6.. fifty thousand

men and women In nnil about Roubalx
aro void and hungry; most of them
eat, but they have not enough; some

aro utterly destitute. Dame fashion,
hobble skirted, b.indly copied by wo¬

men everywhere, is to blame. And
And rtoubalx is not the only district,
everywhere that dressgoods tire made
the situation is more or less the some.

During the post year the loss in
wages of the poor nt Koubalx.tho
only locality concerning which sat-
tistica are avaiiao.c.amounlvil to no
less than I4.000.0u0.
The hardest part of the wdnter is

yet to come. l'-gg*>, 72 cents a dozen;
meats. 40 f> 60 cents a pound; milk.
S cents a uuart; no vegetables avail¬
able; the etioapest coul, » H) a ton!
These are the things that tho 2e,u-»)
tdlr. at Roubalx uno tlicir cnlidren aro
facing* now. Certainly, poorly ted on
the cheapest ioods, and with not
enough ot what there Is, some of
thesi) will rfbt survive tho winter; puny
babies, tit. none-too-strong, oid anu
the otherwise (coble, will go down and
out, martyrs, along with the lur bear¬
ing animals and (lie giilly-piumed
bird*, to tli.; vanity of women.
The ratiM- of the present trouble is

simple. Whereas, eight yardo of ma¬
terial used to be re't'iired to h drees
tu roe and four yards are now ample;
In some cases even icsa. Scores of
dress factories have been forced to
close or discharge must of their e,m-
ployr.s. 7h« chairman of tit textile
manufacturers' association declares
that the Industry haa neve,- faced such
a crisis. In addition to the Dobbin
skirt crare In tho United Stitef. tariff
la practically prohibitive, and accord¬
ingly them are no ealea to speak of in
America
The desire of women to Imitate men,

says tho chairman, la. in his opinion,
the cause for the ludicrous hobble
r.klrt. They want to look like tnen,
drowsing In about the same amount
of material a« would go Into one
trouser leg and a vest. Of oourse thero
Is w superexaggeratlon of tho effect,
womon so tying thcmsclvea up that
can neither walk nor move with grace.Vet there !s no economy to tho w-ear-
ers of thu hobble.a dress coetb to-daythe bume as It did when skirts wcro
full, porhaps even morn.
When tlie hobble skirt cams In at

the door of fashion, the petticoat Mow
out the window.or hid in tho Junk-trunk up in tho attic. There, is no
lemand for the article. Women aro
wenr'ng silken, knitted bloomers In¬
stead. The women and girls (princi¬
pally), who formerly mado their liv¬
ing in petticoat factcr/les, are also
idle.

But, says the Petit Porlslen. which
paper sent a special correspondent to
ftoubalx to investigate tho calamity,
women have always suffered In an
effort to "look pretty"; they torture
themselves, so no one could expectthem to let a little thing liko 50,000
men and womon and children, freezing,starving and out of Jobs, stop them:otherwise they "simply wouldn't havo
a thing to wear!"

That electricity in the air is theprlnc'pnl cause of explosions aboardbattleships, at powder works, or gas¬oline tanks on aeroplanes, etc, 'a that
contention of General Ch ipel, com¬
mander of the seventeenth division.Infantry, of the French army.
The blowing up of "La Liberte," In

tho Tnulon Harbor on September 25,the officer attributed to this cause;likewise ihe "Maine" disaster, ho pass¬ing over the. finding of tho special com¬
mission, which Investigated the latter
cause, without a word.

Furthermore, General Chapol tnoro
than ten years ago worked out a
table, based upon meteorological data,and arrived at by mathematics, fix¬
ing the dates of the worlds worst
calamities, caused by tho so-called
spontaneous combustion. These dates
are: January 2. 8. 18; February 16;
April 9; July 23. 25. 31; August 7 to16 and 23 to 30; September 8. In
September 6 to 8. 15 to 20, 21. 23, 25;October i; November 13, 14, 16, 26 to
28: December 1, 6, IS.
Jack tars may well rest on pins and

needles on these dates. At these
periods of the year, according to Gen¬
eral Chapel, atmospheric conditions
aro more than apt to be favorable to
the explosion, without seeming cause,
of powder magazines. Aviators should
also take bead; their gasolene tankti
are liable to take fire without aparenr.
reason. Powder mills are prono to
blow up.
Cause? Too much atmospheric elec¬

tricity.
As far back as 1896 the general

formulated this rule:
"When an explosion occurs without

reason, at any given point, eltltor
storms are actually prevalent or storme
are approaching eald given point."
For instance, nt Toulon, Soptomber

20, aboard the battloship "Gloire," a
shell exploded killing several people;
September 22, at Toulon, a shell ex¬
ploded aboard tho "Marseillaise";
Soptom'oer 25, at Toulon, "La Liberte"
blow up; "spontaneous combustion"
seemingly was. the cause of all those
accldent3. Each of these dates 'cor¬
respond with the general's chart, and
the fact that tho period from Septem¬
ber 20 to 25 was characterized by a
particularly low haromotro and ab-
normal electrical disturbances, shows
that his rule- held good.

In Italy the same storm did much
damage, buildings were destroyed, etc.
And on September 21, at Montechiaro,
a powder mill blow up with loss of
life. The same storm was folt along
the Brills?; coast and on September
30, In the Rochefort Harbor, a torpedo
blow up "spontaneously."
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